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THE DEFINITIVE BIOGRAPHY OF 

THE RUNAWAYS, 
THE FIRST ALL-GIRL TEENAGE 

HARD-ROCK GROUP TO ACHIEVE 
INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS

In 1975, five teenagers from far-flung corners 
of suburban Los Angeles banded together to 
make some noise. The Runaways were the first 
all-girl hard-rock group to sign a multiyear,  
major-label record deal and tour the world. 
They caused riots in Europe and set off a sort 
of Beatlemania in Japan, and their signature 
song “Cherry Bomb” was an instant classic.
 But along the way they also ran into walls 
of institutionalized sexism in the music busi-
ness and were attacked, sometimes viciously, 
by audience members, music journalists of 
both genders, and fellow musicians. At a time 
when doors seemed to be opening for women 
in sports, politics, and education, the so-called 
Queens of Noise fought to be heard on their 
own terms—as artists expressing teenage de-
sire and frustrations, guitars and drumsticks in 
hand.
 The story of the Runaways has inspired 
two movies and countless bands but has never 
been told in its entirety. Queens of Noise draws 
on interviews with most of the former mem-
bers, including Joan Jett, Lita Ford, Cherie Currie, 
Jackie Fox, and Vicki Blue, along with their col-
orful and controversial manager Kim Fowley, 
producers, family members, fellow musicians, 
and journalists. 
 Beyond the lurid, voyeuristic appeal of a 
sex, drugs, and rock ’n’ roll saga, author and 
journalist Evelyn McDonnell has written both 
a vivid evocation of the rock world of the ’70s 
Sunset Strip and a definitive biography of a 
legendary band that grants the Runaways their 
place in musical, feminist, and cultural history.

Evelyn McDonnell, author or coeditor 
of five other books, has been a pop music critic 
for the Miami Herald and a senior editor at the 
Village Voice. She teaches journalism at Loyola 
Marymount University in Los Angeles.
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is a cautionary tale of what can happen  

to girls on the cusp of womanhood who dare to put themselves in  

exciting but dangerous positions. It’s a testimonial to the inspiration 

and insecurity of the trailblazer. It’s a period piece about the music  

in the 1970s, the lingering machinations of the old-fashioned 

Hollywood star system, the decadence and decay of the Sunset Strip. 

The Runaways’ glam rock inspired both the dawn of punk and the 

reign of hair metal; the band is simultaneously a link between the 

New York Dolls and X, and Led Zeppelin and Mötley Crüe. QUEENS 

is a fable of individuals trying to make sense of a country of changing 

norms, of girls raised to believe they could do what boys do, who then 

crashed into the wall of sexual harassment and discrimination. It’s a 

parable of prodigal daughters leaving broken homes as well as happy 

homes to carve out new ways of being, of playing, of creating. And  

it’s a story of how chemicals can distort individuals’ ability to cope 

and lead to crime, violence, disease, and death. . . . 

With no role models and questionable guidance, five  

 strangers gave up the normal routines of their teen years— high    

   school, family, prom dates, etc.—to achieve what no girls had   

  achieved before. “Gave up” is the wrong phrase: They escaped  

    those conventions—they ran away.
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