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For years, certain beaches in Los Angeles would sport “Locals Only” scrawl to ward off “outsiders” from 
neighborhood surf turf. For the EMPLA conference, we’re commandeering the slogan to instead pay tribute 
to the importance of location, neighborhood, and community in defining “majority minority” regions such as 
Southern California. 

Similarly, in invoking The Go-Go’s fascination with “This Town” and its double-edged glamour, we hope to 
underscore how our town has long dwelled in the shadow of the culture industry and its gendered star 
systems. Nevertheless, different communities have found myriad ways of responding to its influence. 

As with previous EMP Pop Conferences, topics can cover any era or style of music and may include, but are 
not limited to the following themes and questions. (Though locality is a central organizing principle, papers 
and panels do not need to focus on Southern California specifically):

Music in this town: How have local/micro music 
cultures and communities learned to negotiate the 
trials and tribulations of musical practice, 
performance and reception? How does territorialism 
emerge to either preserve or patrol certain scenes 
and subcultures?

Whose town is it anyway? How have bodies who 
“don’t belong” in certain places (e.g. queers, 
feminists, communities of color, communities forged 
from various diasporas) remade pop by 
repurposing, remixing, taking it over or leaving it 
behind? 

Industry & media in this town: How do musicians, 
fans, journalists and others respond to the influence 
of  “the industry,” whether that refers to various 
entertainment companies, the pervasive presence 
of mass media entities, the general power of capital, 
or however else it takes shape for you? 

Gender in this town: Especially for a region that 
took us “Beyond the Valley of the Dolls,” how has 
gender played a role in shaping the experience of 
musical artists and personnel within the (il)logic of 
the star system, from the top of the culture 
industries to grassroots fan demands and all spaces 
in between? 

Proposal Deadline: December 21, 2012 empla-submit@googlegroups.com
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The EMP (Experience Music Project) 
Pop Conference launched in Seattle 
in 2002, and joins academics, critics, 
performers, and dedicated fans in a 
rare common discussion. 

Following a blowout meeting in New 
York last spring, this year’s Pop 
Conference promises to be a truly 
all-American enterprise. Five different 
gatherings, in the East, West, South, 
Midwest, and Pacific Northwest, will take 
place over the course of a single weekend. 
Each site is making effort to record and 
stream the content for those unable to 
travel, while preserving these 
conversations for posterity. 

At each location, in order to foster regional 
community, there will be one panel, 
roundtable or discussion group at any 
given time, rather than concurrent 
sessions.

Please send proposals of 250 words, 
with a 50-word bio, to empla-
submit@googlegroups.com. Deadline for 
proposals is Friday, December 21, 2012. 
90-115 minute panel or roundtable 
submissions should include both an 
overview as well as abstracts and bios for 
individual presenters, or, in the case of 
roundtable proposals, a summary of your 
roundtable topic with bios for each of your 
participants. 

We welcome unorthodox proposals and 
presentations aimed explicitly at a general 
audience. Notification of acceptance will 
be sent in late January/early February.

EMPL.A. 2013 conference committee  
Erica Flores Rock Camp for Girls L.A. 

Evelyn McDonnell Loyola Marymount University 
Uri McMillan UCLA

 Ned Raggett  UC Irvine 
author RJ Smith

 Karen Tongson USC
Oliver Wang CSU-Long Beach 

and musician Allison Wolfe
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